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(3) Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 11-176795 (1999) 

"Substrate Processing Method and Substrate Processing Apparatus" 

The following is an English translation of the abstract of the above 
application. 

A base member 5 as a blocking member and a blocking member 22 are 
brought near a substrate W. Spaces Si and S2 are thus defined above and below 
the substrate W. Rotating the substrate W in this condition, chemical and 
processing solutions are sequentially fed from nozzles 7 and 26 provided above and 
below the substrate W. Next, the substrate W is rotated at a high speed for drying. 
During these processing steps, inert gas is introduced into the spaces Si and S2 from 
openings 17 and 36. The periphery of the substrate W is thereby kept clean. The 
Si and S2 each undergoing atmosphere displacement are limited. Therefore, the 
consumption of the inert gas can be suppressed. 
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